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EL SALVADOR: Reaclions t¢ Ariesle

Current invesligations of righ .1 ¢ 1tiwss ti, |inilitary officers involved
In kidnaping plots are fikely 1. «liwigten ity government's credibility
on human rights issuas, bu j.olitic al paonlisns may arisa if the probe
widens. that at least

20 civilians, ary officere. ana aills dnnel have been
implicated in, and several arra-lad to thn (inal abductions ol
businessmen aver (he past thiva yaars untai pubhic reaction (o the

arrests, even within conservative apposiion (oups and the armed
forces, has been tavorabla‘

Comment: The governmeni so {ai appuars o have (esisted the
templation (0 use these 8rrosi: 1o attack the 1ighlist opposition. It the
case widens to implicate additicnal prananoat military and civihan
parsonnel in othar criminal o 1o ranst ac livitio s, however,
conservative inlerest group: i the anmml ivoices are likely to mount

a campaign to force Presidonc Puacqe 1o hinat me scope of thesa
invesligations .
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